
UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
FOR m KS NORTHS- DISTRICT OF ILLINOIS 
EASTERS DI VI SI ON 



Harold TCeisberg, Civil Action No. 

St 8, Frederick, ted. 

Platiiiiff 

v. 



Sherman Skolnick, 

9800 S 0 utn Oglesby Avenue 
Chicago, 111. 

Defendant 



COMPLAINT 



L. Plaintiff is a writer who has established sn international reputa- 



tion for his investigations snd writings about political assassinations, eppecislly 



th8t of tue J.ate Presiaent John I 

t - ■ 

Jr 



P 




Kennedy, 



.cop yrighted snd) 

h8s/publisned eight books on this subject, 



tae first end best- 



known of whfech is titled YHITEV.ASif, £&& The Is st kcsk two, a single work in two 



included in the word ft work" ) 

parts (herinafter MfErB^x±»xHsxtxoEXx^xkix , is titled COUP D’ETAT. 



fivth 



sjtc 



3. T^-rarts of the work deal with ofa alleged plot5/to assassinate the 

, * J ^ 

latei President In Chicago, Illinois, 0ne involvjsag one Thomas Arthur Valle, 



th e- ot h or^ao claimed by and involvi/kg an account of the history snd troubles of 



A^braham Bolden, e former agent of tue United States Secret Service. 



4. In the course of investigating and wetting the work, author obtained 



S e[ CLCfjM'fo'- PM- 



(A 1 



xA 









the services pf oftfiJTRus^^^unzo, e former reporter then living in Chicago, 
aci^as h4*sfege nt in pursuing further certain facts, including those embodied in 



certain reports of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, obtained by and for tne 



author from the National Archives and Records Service, part of the United States 



Trunzo, acting as Plaintiff’s agent, also obtained for plaintiff eertein record 
At/*/ Jz> (l*- Urv A q 

of the City of Chicago to rtiich Plsintiff directed him, soley for purposes of 



this work, of vnich they are part^i^W “/l> f* 

\mA: e^W^A/ ^ t^v\- Ufcj ^ /vMsufio 

J'U'l /rU'iM jUfr* <W (yfa\ 

/w // 4 ^^ [tx/k cut<( ui* Jzidr&c, XL. >^t 

^ t/fVh yi<xtu^^ vv^Ut. yu cuv vuj. /CtAl a Uxufi ^ j ^ 



CV^'j 



zfawJ n 



2 



Government, te-tuia^wid provide nis agent Trunzo with electrostatic copies thereof. 

5. :hile ±n no individual paper of W government -eetfHse copyriphtedT" v 



copyrighted^ 

by an individual, tne special interpretations he places upon toe words can be and 

~~~ - — ~$b' 



" tB ' and the collections ne 

an anthology and are copyrightable under wnat is called an antnological copyright, 
mtireb - is well recognized and established in lew^^jW 

6. Defendant Skolnick calls himself a legal researcher, claims to 



S) 

r 



have experiences with fc a and knowledge of tne law and the courts, and alleges 
the purpose of 'Cleaning up" the courts,' HmDigXSMXSM&Cgm^ 






L 



f true, this is a j laudable objective, for each *ts«r^d 0 

JLWjrfiyyyi J l tV&L c 

man should live with and under the law, (obeying -it. »ria tne end 

Ovo 'Vyi^vx &0 

tJ= " t hr rai ^ ri - wrongfully take tne property and rights of another i/tyhX* ‘ n/ ^ r> • 

”^Ton or about the first of February, 1970, Defendant Skolnick 



began a systematic effort to get himself publicity, as essentual to him 



8 S 



air to ordinary mortals. For some time, through a student in a class he conducts 

at Columbia College, Chicago, Illinois, Defendant Skolnick laid court to Radio 

U>t3 

Station ’VBEM, part of tne nationwide Columbia Broadcasting System. When fencji rare 
impervious to &is blandishments, ne ^ our ted Radio Stations WPS V, Skokie, Illinois, 
and ’.7C<£ Chicago, Illinois, both of which later engaged in publicizing the 



defendant in the use of property he had stolen from Plaintiff, namely the work 



3 



H 




inc 

heretofore referred to, the^msteris 15 relating to said Valletand said ^olden. 



8* To tnis end, Defendant Skolnick communicated with Trunzo and, 

under the pretext he would help, improperly obtained from him^exfcctrostatic 

1 



copies of tne\ 



heretofore referrred to documents described in paragraph 4, above. Defendant 
knew these were part of the work, the property of t he- a^-thor, for Trunzo 

\) i/j 

so informed him. Defendsnt/^with intended and deliberate deception, disarmed and 

[Xu vt&Ztjsy' 

earned the confidence of Trunzo with his assurance he wo uld^>ef?re^ni f?Rte-wfr-%h 



Plaintiff the following night, at approximately 10 p.m. , wnich he never did. 
Defendant also told others with whom he associated or attempted to associate him- 
self he W8S going to visit Plaintiff, also claiming he bad been on touch with 
Plaintiff 

ftetauSxnt , had an appointment with Plaiirtiff and other such false statements. 
Defendant gave the press and others the impression he was in a friendly relation- 
ship with Plaintiff^ whereas they were total strangers, no communication of any 
kind having passed between tuem. 

9. Radio Stations bRSVi and A'CFL did combine with Defendant to take 
for themselves anti tneir benefit and profit tne work and property of Plaintiff, 
the former on or about l arch 20, 1970, the latter beginning before and on 
or about April 7, 1970 add thereafter. In violation of law, custom, practise 



8nd regulation, both stations us ve (failed | and neve)refused to provdide Plaintiff 



add to par 9, 

Plaintiff T s letters to the manager and news director of Bedino Station TOTL 

^ ignominiously^ 

were both returned to Plaintiff, ‘tBe stationlrenresenting itself t^ the United 

e-Hry 

States Post to be unknown* Plaintiff’s letter to tne news director 
was written at tne news director’s request and ^ ^p^Q^^ntation it was 
required by management as a condition of providing said tapes and releases 
and other matters to Plaintiff, none of which 7/CFL or any of its employees 



has ever done* 



4 



AjJl-JX) SH!*- 






rs 



with tape recordings of tneir broadcasts cf nis work, " ef- tn e ( stolen> useA*£ -tft by 
-t; lc i nti'ff Skolnick, in which each combined, in violation of the law end tne 

t 




ngnts of Plaintiff. They have also refused to provide with otaer uses of ' 

his work, such as press release^. In fact, tney have refused to answer his ,/t^W 

li tters. Radio station WBSV had a minor employee phone Plaintiff end felse^cled m 

the tape of their broadcast of Defendant, carefully staged and involving Co i tun- 

bia College end nis class at Columbia College, nad disappeared, immediately and 

completely. One Ed Lucht, manager of WRSV, refused to speak to Plaintiff nn tte 

telephone snd hss not in any way responded to Plaintiff’s letters, tne first of 

l Marc h 21, 

which was written and mailed/ the mpming after the usurpation of Plaintiff’s 
r>ronerty, rights end name^b7^4^ snd h%i«^£tation/ er^ Drfondoi r b. Yfoerees respon- 
sible employees of '7CFL, namely the News Director, under wnose direction and super- 
vision Plaintiff’s work was wrongfully, improperly and illegally used, and the 

reporter assigned to work witn Defendant, both promised to send Plaintiff tapes, 

j 

releases end other uses of his material, expressing tnemselves as regretting it, 
tney were ordered by management and counsel for WCFL not only not to do this but 
not to communicate to Plaintiff that tney would not. !uu_ 

'fiity'f klhiJCy > 

10. Defendant [presents and pubiicizes^nimself as an expert on the 

4 

assassination tff tne late President. V/hile pretending to hold and express kind 

iki 

opinions oh tnose actually conducting investigations and doing writing^, he is 



5 



and in ungejurded moments expresses himself es contemptuous of 



them and gives 



others falsely to understand tuat he has made a close study, nas uniQue snd 



rare capabilities and skills, will performs miracles in tne field, 



solve tae mysteries remaining as he will solve the murder. Defendant to^and 



is in no way reluctant to express an exalte**/ opinion ol^seTfT 

{jitpr^L 

11/ ihe truth is Defendant has no original work in this field, is 



ignorant of the most basic fact, has neither ^read nor understood the official 



accouting of tne crime by tne United States Government, 8S embodied in tie 



Warren Report, hs 







ormiw effort to obtain any materials or 



evidence from the official repository, tne National Archives, tut es 

for fact and reality an exoticfclending of his imaginings and wWrlf; with 

what he|i has stolen from Plaintiff, m i i- y . . , n 1 1 - n-oninr 

/lA-tdp /pfl/fltW/d j 

12. Having combined v iith" ,< ^i j fe to deprive Plaintiff of the use, rignts 



end benefits of Plaintiff’s property, the work hereinfo re referred to, Defendant 
filed in this honorable court an entirely fictitious paper' for s=b* reason not 



u 0 „:, /(-^^^elated to fact or law^**«sfc he describes as a "suit” against said 

contaminat &A foy> pnln UA#L_j> 

National Archives^ this document, t k o only tarak-^f ^reality a4F K %aT"’Fef 



Os/ 



stole from Plaintiff, Said "suit” is, indeed, ■** remarkable self-indic 



of an ego as uninhibited as its 









tment 



is uninformed and unconcerned/ In 










1 * 

charges the suppression of whet he nas never asked for, of what wa«M» „ * 

j not nnl v 



6w 









^widely publicized end used by the Government, that which is botn 

c 

v> 

centre! to its Warren ^eport sna reproduced in facsimile in it and © 1 sewh 



relating to tne order gh? the rifle allegedly used in the assassination. Tn 3*, 



to cover his te^ft of Plaintiff’s work, h^fslsely claims tne National Archives, 

"having kept the same suppressed for some six years. . .recently released certain 

irr ^ 

documents relating to the events”, ffhese ba&idag- the documents stolen by Defendant 
from Plaintiff, srri4 document sf ne ver novin^ -t-c in withheld by tne National Archives 



// 

y 



3n<jnav^^ \ 



been in the possession of Plaintiff for a long period of timeJP 
further claims said National Archives, "without explanation, arbitrarily 



* 



suppresses or releases documents, papers and exhibits", whereas the National 
Archives never makes "releases" of tnis material in its custody and is, in fsct, 
controlled by law and regulation. Tj'is is not to say that -i^elways ects in con- 
formity wit < h — law snd regulation, but it is to say that Defendant has no 
knowledge of what he speeks of, which seems to be charecteriztic, snd invents 
what suits his immediate purposes, whatever they msy be* 

13. This "suit" of Defendant/, identified as Civil Action 703 790, 



has none of the qualities, characteristics or purposes of an action at law snd is, 




in an imposition on tne court and tne law as it is on the Plaintiff. It seeks 



to 





imposes 

a law whicITTEfe^certein requirements on those who would use it, beginring 



with 8 proper request for government material. Beginning with this request, 



7 



Defendant has confirmed && and complied with no single requirement of the lew 
end^regulations p eo^mlagt e d under it. nis "suit", in fact, displays an unparalleled 

& 0 - Cld. (UUA, 



ignorance of both tne lav? end regulations 



'er 



CUUA. 



y rrflQ(?t -ft-e vQn the 



"suit” 



ru'i il ~ i vgul^dkrnw . This s*i«aii bears no closer relationshi. 



f 



to 



relevant law and re-.-uletion tnan tne garlic wafted over the stew. It is spurious, 
frivolous, fictitious, incompetent beyond the power of articulate man ** 
adequately to describe, has no standing and serves no certain purposes other 
than tae-gratif Defendants exalted concept of ^imself ^ a nd lh^d(jpriva » 



T“ — 6 



I r 

f l c n r grf Plaintiff of his rights, buWa M l y well serve p/uposes quite the opposite 
v yU\ j) /WjbU USLc ^ f^U 

of what is professe £ C^M (Vu^ /U&L. 

curd ^ " 

14. The ^lere filing^of such a nightmare described as a os 

GLrtA wXj 

in itself serves to mask thepriolations of lew and regulation, the real suppressions 
of evidence relating to the assassination of tne late President Kennedy, by the 
ggsrernment. While defendant is loud and publicizes himself in the course of pro- 



claiming others, like ia» defendants in the recent, so called "Chicago Seven" 

\ n t-i 

case ( also known£ as "The Conspiracy'y^are agents of the government, he could 
himself be no more effective an -gent of tne government in its illegalities, in 
its own violation of its own law end regulations, in its actual suppressions. 

■* tow . yf f the p wrpoaea /of this legal fiction touted into a "suit", in which the 



defendant had the |lusty collaboration of the ^aio Stations WRSV and V7CFL which 



8 



n i( 

assisted him in tne alleged "preparation” of the suit, according to the 

public press and gfr acknowledgement to Plaintiff by an involved employee of 

/Jf 

Y7CFL, will bejto make seem that the government is behaving itself properly 



and in accord with law ana regulation/ that there is no suppression; that those 
charging such misconduct, misrepresentation and suppression against i^Tare as 
separated from their wits a^^Defendant J and that their suits, which are proper 
anc properly prepared, are of as evil a cha reciter, as improper a purpose, 
as without worth or honesty, as his* Ih /4^ 

S' 7 

15* V/hether or not so calculated and contrived, (this Civil Action 

A 

u 

70C 790^ is a perfect front ana cover for the continuing real violations of 



law and regulation by the" federal government,") an ideal mask to make it sem that the 



(^ed e ra 1 flovi r nment ) i s not v iolating law and regulation, is not suppressing that 



which is real and is suppressed, could no better serve such improper purposes 



and functions if -^ffendant were a hired agent of the ^eaeral^povernment, of which 
Plaintiff has no knowledge. However, Plaintiff submits the record is so vividly 
that of an 8gent serving a master both engaged in illegalities snd improprieties. 



whether the {defendant gets any reward ove^and above the gratification of a sick 
ego is irrelevant 8nd immaterial* 

16* Plainitiff had filed one action under the so-called ’’Freedom of 



Information” l8w and, to the knowledge of the federal government, by virtue of 



9 






h£^letters end statements to proper government s utiiO ^ iAi o s and employees 

Cy i / W\ *j (? t % C j 



ves, nis negotiations with them/^his comp liance with the detailed 



/} 



requirements of the law and regulations, of vhich in each and every case, the 
executive agency involved has to be informed, plans and is preparing a series of 



g 



other similar, legitimate actions* The preparation of these esses and the 

, tj +jr P tints' w &U tA+ ftc /tW’T »f li &t- *■ t*~ * h ^ 

prerequisite's ^extend backward in time for several years *TSuch suits cannot and 
snould not be brought witn rrivoiity7ifor ulterior purposes, like sl^f-seeking 




publicity, do require painstaking 8nd time-consuming care in their preparation. 



as tuey also require the seeking of available administrative remedy. Others beside 
Plaintiff have file^and are considering filing other suits for the release of 
that which is real and is still suppressed relating to the assassination of the i£ 
late President Kennedy and other~ 7^o5 S r iiiatters vftfe » oh they believe/^- related thereto. 

[ t*U 

17. The net effect o f fends nt* s^ actions, whether or not their design 



and intent, is to undermine and vitiate the legitimate actions of people of 
serious and honorable purpose^ to make it seem as though all such suits sre as 

V * 

devoid of legitimacy and as ulterior in purpose as said u ivil Action 70C 790^- j 
to convey to the reople and the news media these false and prejudicial beliefs 



in and about the people concerned and tneir actions; and to make it appear that 
all such suits are as spurious 8S said Civil Action 70C 790. f\vi£> $0 

•vt HA J~j? (kiA-kk t P yUX^, cr ^ £m-/ tfaUj 0-^P / 
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18* Defendants thievery is so undisguised, so open and blatant despite 

his contrary misrepresentation, he did not even deign to duplicate Plaintiff’s 

^ ^ ^ R/frU/tl // lu u< (&\^ ft 

work by^m ’ti-TT^ t m > . t . l 4 .u-i^V"Arrli,I licet os ~of Plaintiff ’s documents/} 



y" lUs/^/hh- P / 4U ) Q ^ 

_^nstead s t Jrhg □ o (copie sand their use* t W-p T uuf uf 1 u Ia i u identifiable 

/tvy (TTL^ — 

ma rlzprfffiae only thing faithful in all of Defendants public utterances snd said 

jyyv^ {Wp> \ / }^oyt^ 



A ction 700 790*^ ^oflJBover, in tnose places where other than irrationel 




or insane interpretations are made, they are those of the sa^d work, nothing 

reasonable, rational or at all credTble^Wl^lg"^^^ ‘^his is not because there 

JUw ^ ^Kf 3 bfr^i j 

is not more that can be said and is said in~ CO*m a+STATj it is rarely because 

by 

Defendant did not have accdes to the complete work and tnereite» was limited 
in what be could/plagiarize. 



19. This literary purpoininy in which Defendant was joined by Radio 
UaM\ vmX /U ^Wyv Ctj i y^>-o j 

Stations WRSV and V'CFL, both of which ^exploited Plaintiff's work for taeir own 

O/vd! lUo /Vvf tj'o ihkj L 

profit and benefit, is seriously damaging to plaintiff, /Ifs is the prostitution 

^ 11 "> (L^O^ 

of law and the courts bedded in Civil Action 70C 790. It is/dameging to others 



seriously and deeply concerned about the political essinations of which that of 



the late ^resident is but one, and who neve invested 



mi^T^ /tiae snd 



abor 



and wnet for tnem are significant sums of money in researching, writing and in 

\ • ^including ser ious and responsible suits at law, fLc, 

M) various other way s,^seeking to beiing to public attention the truth end the fact <S? 

<» btA\& 

kAj suppression of t he-| , r^ . It is damaging ^to thenational interest and honor^ 



u 






l~t serves to protect those guilty and not brought before the bar of justic^£) aapd 
/ is against the public interest in establishment and acceptance of truth about 
these assassination as it is sjai nst public interest in tte znzzznzz 

sanctity of the courts snd legel processes, yjfefrfrfl Should never be i mi ctefi 1 nt n 

nefarious, farsudulent, frivolous, contemptuous self-§eeking purposes, which 
tcn^-to bring tne courts and tne judicial and legal processes into disrepute. 



r 20. The Piointif -f ^ — fcrr — trae — facts end roaconc cot fuith 
20. Plaintiff, as a consequence of tne- 



costlof his own 



time and lsbor^ in this field, where he has spent day s^ sometimes without end^ 
for more than six years^in original work, is without means of obtaining counsel 
within^ the jurisdiction of this honorable court. therefore suffers the added 



handicap of having to se v ve as his own/'a task for which he freely a cknow ledges' he ^ 







prepared. If it is proper, he Y/oula welcome appointment of local counsel 
by tne honorable court to assist him in tn^ endeavor embodied in this complaint. 

21. Plaintiff, for reasons only part of which are set forth in the 
foregoing peragro^hs of this complaint, respectfully petitions the honorable 



court to: 



A). Dismiss with prejudice the imposition on tne court of the melding 
of thievery, irresponsibility, irrationalities, diseased imaginings, misbegotten 

concepts snd possible agentry embodied in the pretense of a couse st law identified 



as Civil Action 70C 790 



B) Enjoin Defendant 

B®xE]q}E±ncgx^^iiis[Eii± end his collaborators, named in the foregoing and 
unnamed, fa?om eny further misuse of Pis intiff ' s work; 



C) Award such punlishment a-e^the abuse snd misuse of the court 

iMr- M aJLs 

represented by Civil Action 70C 790 as /in its wisdom it #eems adequate and 



a ppropriate; 



D) Assess against Defendant and his collaborators, including but not 
limited to Radio Stations WRSV and WCFL, and award Pis inti ff^ such damages ss 



it shall consider warranted. 



2,1. k. hj^j fj 






